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Estimating Recreational Fishery Catch 
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Estimating Recreational Fishing Activity 

Data generated by a series of regional surveys (not census) 
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Regional Recreational Angler Data Collection Programs 

APAIS/CHTS 

Pacific 
RecFIN 

HI Marine 
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Reporting 
Program 

Saltwater 
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California Recreational Fisheries Surveys 

Ocean Recreational Boat Survey 
Shore and Estuary Boat Survey 
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Puget Sound Sampling Program 

TPWD 
Angler 
Survey 

MRIP 
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For-Hire 
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MRIP Approach 
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1. Stakeholder-inclusive governance and team 
leadership 
 

 
 

2. Deliberate, well-articulated process 
 

 
3. Regional Implementation 
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MRIP on the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts 

1 
• NOAA has now addressed all the major NRC 

recommendations for improving catch estimates for shore 
and private boat fishing on the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts 

2 
• The new MRIP Fishing Effort Survey will be the last of 

these recommendations to be implemented 

3 
• Transitioning to this new survey will take three years & 

require continuing collaboration with partners and 
stakeholders 
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New Mail Effort Survey 
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Step 1 
2015-2017 
• Benchmarking 

Step 2 
2016-2017  
• Calibration 

model 
development 

Step 3 
2017 
• Re-estimation 

of historical 
catch 

Step 4 
2017-2018 
• Incorporation 

of new 
estimates into 
stock 
assessments 

Step 5 
2018 
• Incorporation 

of new 
estimates and 
ACLs into 
management 
actions 

Transition Approach 

Five-step approach for incorporating new 
estimates into the management process: 
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Key Messages: Other Improvements  

1 
• NOAA is working with partners to develop, test and certify 

specialized survey methods for red snapper and other rare 
event and pulse fisheries 

2 
• NOAA is working with partners to develop, test and certify 

for-hire electronic logbook reporting and validation designs 

3 
• Empower regional implementation teams to make key 

decisions on implementation of MRIP-certified methods 
and set investment priorities  
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Questions & Discussion 
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Next Steps 

Transition to the new mail survey by 2018. 

Work with Gulf FIN to pursue MRIP certification of 
specialized state survey designs and integration methods. 

Review and assess MRIP progress via an NRC review. 

Continue MRIP’s broad range of research and pursue 
regional implementation of improved methods. 
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