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Background 
• U.S. success in ending overfishing and 

managing fisheries sustainably 
• Increasing global capacity for sustainable 

fisheries management 
• More international trade concern around food 

defense and security 
• Global demand for seafood makes IUU fishing 

profitable and a significant percentage of 
annual fisheries harvests world-wide 

• Increasing international efforts to end IUU 
fishing, including IUU Fishing Report to 
Congress 



Presidential Task Force on Combating IUU Fishing 
and Seafood Fraud 

• Established under Presidential Memo in June 2014 
after the Our Ocean Conference  
 

• Co-chaired by NOAA and State Department 
 

• Involves senior-level representatives from 15 agencies 
and executive offices of the President 
 

• Public engagement through Federal Register Notice, 
public meetings and demarches  
 

• Developed recommendations in December 2015, 
solicited public input on implementation    
 

• Released Action Plan for implementation in March 
2015  
 

• Transitioned into a standing committee of the National 
Ocean Council for implementation and oversight 
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Action Plan 
The Presidential Task Force’s action plan outlies 15 recommendations that are broad in scope 
and calls on agencies to take concrete and specific actions to combat IUU fishing and seafood 
fraud throughout the seafood supply chain through: 
 
• International governance: combating IUU fishing and seafood fraud at the international level 
• Enforcement: strengthening enforcement and enhancing enforcement tools 
• Partnerships: creating and expanding partnerships with non-federal entities to identify and 

eliminate seafood fraud and the sale of IUU seafood products in U.S. commerce 
• Traceability: increasing information available on seafood products through additional 

traceability requirements 
 

More details at: http://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/ia/iuu/taskforce.html 
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Traceability Components & Timeline 
Traceability Program (Recommendations 14 & 15):  
Identify and develop a list of the types of information and operational standards, with 
input from U.S. industry and other stakeholders as part of the first phase of a risk-
based traceability program to track seafood from point of harvest to entry into the U.S. 
commerce.  
 
• Principles for identifying at-risk species 
• Draft and final list of at-risk species 
• Minimum standards and necessary data 
• International Trade Data System (ITDS) 
• Traceability rulemaking 
• Evaluation and expansion 
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Role of ITDS in Traceability Enforcement 
• Streamline exporting and importing requirements through electronic reporting 
• Improve data sharing and coordination between enforcement agencies 
• Identify and stop shipments of illegally harvested seafood faster and more 

effectively 
• Critical data portal for traceability of U.S. seafood imports 
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Public Fora & Information Portals 
Forums (Recommendation 13) 
Establish a regular forum with stakeholders to enhance collaboration in combating IUU 
fishing and seafood fraud and to improve understanding of the levels and nature of IUU 
fishing and seafood fraud and related criminal activities. 
 
• Interagency collaboration 
• Web portal 
• Annual forums  
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Opportunities for Public Input 

• Species at-risk principles webinars and written 
comments 

• Data and standards comments 
• Draft principles and species at-risk comments 
• Proposed rule on traceability implementation 
• Trusted Trader comments 
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Impact on RFMOs 
• Public interest in IUU fishing and seafood fraud 
• Engagement at RFMOs to utilize best practices 
• Traceability evaluation and expansion 
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Role of RFMCs 
• Public comment process 
• Response to public interest in 

IUU fishing and seafood 
fraud 

• Stakeholder engagement by 
NOAA Fisheries 

• Engagement at RFMOs 
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Steps forward 
• NOAA will continue to be a key 

player in implementing the 
recommendations in the Presidential 
Task Force’s Action Plan: 

o Cultivate recognition of the sustainable 
U..S. fisheries and seafood 

o Continue collaboration with federal 
agencies to implement recommendations 

o Lead discussions and strategy on 
relevant recommendations 

o Utilize all available authorities to combat 
IUU fishing and seafood fraud 
(Magnuson-Stevens Act, Lacey Act, 
MMPA, ESA, bilateral agreements)  
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Questions? 
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