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Reducing Bycatch 
• Minimizing and reducing domestic and international 

fisheries bycatch is a legislative mandate  under a number 
of statutes, and is an essential component of sustainable 
fisheries and ecosystems. 
 
 

• Over the last decade, together we have accomplished a lot 
to reduce and minimize bycatch in U.S. fisheries. 

 
 
 
 

 



Bycatch reduction involves: 
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Revising Our Strategy 
• NOAA Fisheries is beginning a review of our national 

bycatch priorities and strategies regionally, nationally, 
and internationally with the intent of developing a new 
National Bycatch Strategy. 

 
• Our objectives include: 

• Improve coordination and effectiveness of addressing 
bycatch  

• Clarify regional, national and international priorities 
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We’d like to hear from you… 
• What do we do well? 
• What can we do better? How can we improve our effectiveness? 
• Are there specific science and management approaches we should 

emphasize? 
• How should we prioritize our activities? 
• How can we incentivize fishermen to minimize bycatch? 
• How can we use partnerships to be more effective? 

 
• These questions and more information can be found on our website: 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/by_catch/comments.html 
 

• Please send your responses to nmfs.bycatch@noaa.gov by July 10, 2015 
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Bycatch Explained Webpage 
 

 

 

 

• Summary of the issues 
 

• Efforts to: 
• Track bycatch 
• Encourage innovation 
• Reduce bycatch 

 
• Success stories 

 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/stories/2015/05/05_07_15whatisbycatch.html 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/stories/2015/05/05_07_15whatisbycatch.html


Communications Coordination 
 
• The Councils are one of our closest partners and there are 

benefits to coordinating our communication efforts. 
 
• What is the best way to approach this communication? 

• Coordinate with Council staff 
• Share success stories 
• Other ideas? 

 
• Success stories and other ideas can be sent to: 
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Questions? 
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