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Sanctuary Expansion



Evaluate and expand, as appropriate, the
network of protected areas within the sanctuary to include
5-12 additional reefs and banks
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Reefs and Banks of the Northwestern Gulf of Mexico















Resource Significance

Structural Connectivity

Biological Connectivity

Potential or Perceived Threat

Public and Scientific Priority



Habitat Connectivity
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Zone Structural Public and Neighbor
Area or Priority | Connectivity | Biological Threat | Sanctuary | Overall | Distance

Bank Index Index Connectivity | Index priority ranking (km)
Stetson Ring 3 3 3 3 3 12 23.3
McGrail 3 1 2 3 3 11 15.8
Geyer 3 1 2 3 3 11 18.25
Bright 3 2 2 3 3 11 14.8
Sonnier 3 1 1 3 3 10 29.8
"Horseshoe reef" 2 2 3 2 3 10 9.5
Alderdice 3 1 2 2 2.5 9.5 15.7
Rezak 1 1 3 1 2 7 5.9
Sidner 1 1 3 1 2 7 5.9
Rankin 1 2 3 1 1 6 3.4
28 Fathom 1 2 3 1 1 6 3.4
MacNeil 1 2 3 1 1 6 8.5
Bouma 1 1 2 1 1 5 11
Jakkula 1 1 1 1 1 4 231
Florida Middle Grounds 2 0 0 2 0 4 115
Alabama Pinnacles 1 0 0 1 0 2 219
Madison/Swanson 1 0 0 1 0 2 115
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Dry Tortugas, Florida



Vessel Anchoring — Geyer Bank - July 16, 2011

Photos courtesy John Stout, M/V Possession Limit






“The Secretary shall provide the
appropriate Regional Fishery Management Council with the
opportunity to prepare draft regulations for fishing within the
Exclusive Economic Zone as the Council may deem
necessary to implement the proposed designation.”
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For the first time in 20 years, NOAA’s Office
of National Marine Sanctuaries:

* Re-establishes the process by which the American
public nominates special places as new National
Marine Sanctuaries

— Nominations should be based on criteria directly
connected to the National Marine Sanctuaries Act

— Nominated areas should include nationally-
significant resources and habitats, as well as
economic incentives and collaborative partnerships
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National Significance
Review

Management
Review

Sufficiency Review

www.nominate.noaa.gov



http://flowergarden.noaa.gov





