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A better, faster, more accurate system:

• Electronic logbooks for 1,723 vessels

• Daily trip reporting 

• Dockside and at-sea validation

• Higher resolution fishing areas

• More timely delivery for management

• Calibrated to current system

Headboat Survey

• Unbiased ~census for 69 Gulf headboats

• Weekly electronic reporting of catch & effort

• Dockside intercepts for validation & biological samples

• 45-day lag

MRIP For-Hire Survey

• Design unbiased survey for 1,654 Gulf federal charter boats

• Weekly reporting of effort [when selected]

• Dockside intercepts for catch rate & biological samples

• 45-day lag



~100% reporting

Mechanisms must exist 

and be enforced to ensure 

reporting compliance, 

regularity, and accuracy

Calibration with existing 

surveys

Improved precision

Improved timeliness

Improved geographic data

Individual accountability

These hurdles must be cleared to create a program 

better than the current survey program.
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Single system?

Many systems?

Must be:

• Cost-effective

• Reliable

Must meet minimum standards* for:

• Timing of data transmission

• Data

• Confidentiality

• Security

*Agreed upon by NMFS, GulfFIN, and ACCSP



Biological Sampling*

Dockside Validation At-Sea Validation*

Coordinated by:

NOAA Fisheries

GulfFIN

ACCSP

Gulf states
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Data Management

*Approaches, benefits for stock 

assessments, challenges with 

access and cooperation would 

all remain similar to status quo.  



Select/develop reporting 

technology 

Develop collaborative approach 

across data collection agencies

Develop centralized data 

management strategy

Avoid duplication between state 

and federal data collection 

programs

Faster delivery

Integrated QA/QC

Improved geographic data

Can standardize across 

fisheries*:

• Reduce redundancy

• Reduce reporting burden

• Reduce issues reconciling 

multiple data sets

*396 For-Hire vessels with Gulf and SA Permits, also HMS?



Need additional field personnel

Access to private docks would 

improve validation

Logistics: Independent or in 

conjunction with biological 

sampling?

Verify self-reported data (especially 

catch & effort)

Accounts for non-reporting and 

misreporting
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Need additional field personnel

Access to private docks would 

improve sampling

Length and Weight data from 

landings to determine size 

distribution of catch

Mean weights used to compute 

total landings in pounds based 

on reported numbers landed

Otoliths and gonads to 

characterize age distributions, 

sex ratios, and reproductive 

parameters
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Need additional field personnel

More expensive than dockside

Cooperative anglers

Space limitations on charter boats

Biological sampling and validation 

during fishing operations

Verification of self-reported 

discards

Size and disposition of discards

U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | NOAA Fisheries | Page 9




